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Great Meadows‟s new president has jumped into 

the role with new ideas, the enthusiasm to carry them 

out, and intimate knowledge of the meadows of South 

Glastonbury. In his first six months of service, Mark 

Packard has lead the fight against the development of 

the Rocky Hill landfill, launched a successful Great 

Pumpkin Sale and Membership Drive, and advocated 

for a larger and more visible sign on a key Trust prop-

erty.  

  A relatively new member of the Trust, Mark and 

his family carry on the tradition of land stewardship at 

the Pratt Farm on Tryon Street in South Glastonbury.  

When Mark‟s uncle Ted Pratt died over a decade ago, 

Mark was the only one of the heirs who was able to 

pick up stakes and completely change his lifestyle.  

He and his wife, Kathy Ogden, returned to the town 

where they grew up and quickly learned how hard 

farmers work.  Along with their two children, they 

continue to board horses in a big, long converted to-

bacco barn, turning the horses out in pastures that 

stretch all 

the way to 

the Con-

necticut 

River. They 

have re-

stored the 

house and 

smaller barn 

beautifully. 

Mark 

now splits 

his days be-

tween the 

farm and an 

Information 

Technology position at Northeast Utilities where he 

works in the Project Management Office.  Mark 

joined NU in 1984 and has worked in many capacities 

in both the power plants and the corporate offices.  

(see President, on page 2) 

President Mark Packard—  
enthusiasm, new ideas and intimate knowledge of the meadows 

President Mark Packard at the pasture gate  

GMCT continues to monitor former RH Landfill closure process 

According to DEP Case Manager Diane Duva, a 

draft Closure Plan, and draft Stewardship Plan for the 

former Rocky Hill Landfill should be completed early 

in the New Year, pursuant to the Consent Order State 

of Connecticut v. Meadow Properties, LLC, signed 

last January. At that time, public comment will be ac-

cepted on the draft plans to repair the cap and monitor 

potential leaching of pollutants in the future. 

Over the summer and fall months, Meadows Proper-

ties/Project Green, LLC, has continued work on the 

former landfill property in anticipation of DEP accep-

tance of its closure plan.  

GMCT has opposed any work  by Meadows Proper-

ties on the site until the final permit is received from 

DEP, and has insisted that they comply with local 

regulations and state regulations for all work on the 

site.  

Attorney Brian Smith of Robinson & Cole, LLP,  

has represented the Trust in proceedings in Superior 

Court against Meadows Properties, LLC and the 

Rocky Hill Planning and Zoning Commission, to limit 

such activities and to insure compliance with regula-

tions. The Trust will continue to monitor the situation 

vigilantly. 
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One notable position Mark held in the early „90s was 

as a computer technician in the Environmental depart-

ment.  

Prior to moving back to Glastonbury Mark and 

Kathy lived in New Hampshire.  Mark worked for 

Public Service of New Hampshire and Kathy was a 

reporter for The Eagle-Tribune newspaper.  

Mark has lent his time to several local causes.  

When the state Department of Transportation wanted 

to close the Rocky Hill/Glastonbury ferry in 2005, 

which happened to be the 350th anniversary of the his-

toric crossings, he joined the successful fight to keep it 

open.  

Active on the Land Acquisition Committee, Mark 

would like the GMCT to work to become more recog-

nized as a landholder and supporter of the Great 

Meadows.  He feels the more people know about 

GMCT the more opportunities for land acquisition and 

stewardship will come our way. 

(President, Continued from page 1) 

By Ed Chiucarello 

Jim Zagroba lives in a house on 

the banks of the Connecticut River in 

Rocky Hill. He is the third of four 

generations to live along the river. 

His twin boys, Adam and Patrick, are 

the fourth. When it comes to protect-

ing the riverfront and the Great 

Meadows you will not find a more 

passionate and caring person than 

Jim. He is an environmental activist 

of the first kind.  

I first met Jim in 1995. At the time, he was work-

ing with a group he organized called the Ferry Park 

Neighborhood Association. This group was successful 

in getting the town to improve lighting at Ferry Park, 

install a stop sign to slow traffic and monitor the en-

trance to the Meadows in Rocky Hill. Every night, Jim 

walks through the Meadows with his dog Atticus. He 

has a personally historic view of the CT river and 

Meadows. 

Jim and I quickly became allies in the fight to 

knock down the Foundry located on the bank of the 

CT river. Who would have known that fifteen years 

later we would still be working to get it cleaned up? 

To that end, Jim has served as President of the River-

front Preservation Society (RFPS) in 

Rocky Hill. He has spoken in front of 

every commission in Rocky Hill and 

the State that has an effect on the 

Foundry‟s outcome. Presently, the 

town has resolved to take the Foundry 

by eminent domain, knock it down, 

clean it up and build a park. Jim and 

RFPS members have been fighting for 

a park down there for all these years. 

We just might get one soon.  

Jim Zagroba is willing to take on any 

issue that would diminish the value of the Riverfront 

and/or the Great Meadows. He fought against the 

opening of another dirt bike track. He helped to defeat 

other proposed development in the Meadows. Lately, 

he has been a leader in the fight to properly close the 

former Rocky Hill landfill. 

Jim is retired after working 28 years as a College 

Counselor with the State of Connecticut. As a Li-

censed Professional Counselor, he plans to continue to 

provide counseling services. Jim may have the heart of 

a counselor, but he has the demeanor of a fellow con-

servationist. His passion, knowledge and activism will 

be a great addition to the Great Meadows Conserva-

tion Trust.  

Jim Zagroba brings passion for protection to the Board from the Rocky Hill riverfront 

GMCT is looking for volunteers to help choose the 

best sites, install, and monitor wood duck boxes do-

nated to the Trust by John Larkin of Glastonbury. 

Larkin is a member of the Connecticut Waterfowlers 

Association (http://www.ctwaterfowlers.org/) and 

built these boxes at their annual wood duck box build-

ing day. The boxes were constructed according to 

DEP plans using rough sawn wood harvested from 

state forests. Each box has an official registration 

number, so the 

location can be 

reported to the 

DEP. 

Larkin‟s firm lob-

bies for the CT 

Forest and Park 

Association. 

Wood Duck boxes looking for best habit, long term maintenance 

http://www.ctwaterfowlers.org/
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Brisk Winter Walks 2011   Join Us! 
Check www.gmct.org/programs.htm for updates 

 

This is the schedule for the Great Meadows Conservation Trust winter walks for 2011, co-sponsored with the 

Connecticut Audubon Society Center at Glastonbury and the Eleanor Buck Wolf Nature Center in Wethers-

field. 

Sunday, Jan 9, 1:00 pm, Rocky Hill.  Meet Larry Lunden at Ferry Park, 313 Meadow Rd, on route 160.  A 

short hike to our Methodist Church parcel in the Rocky Hill Meadows.  From I-91, take exit 24, route 99, Silas 

Deane Hwy. Take the Silas Deane south 1.4 miles to a traffic light. Turn left onto route 160, Glastonbury Ave. 

It is the right most street of the three that you see when you turn left. Proceed past the ferry landing to the 

gravel parking lot on the right. 

Saturday, Jan 22, 10:00 am, Wethersfield, about one and a half hours.  Meet Jim Woodworth at 160 Middle-

town Ave, south of Maple St.  Cross the new bridge and follow the trail along the marsh constructed by Eagle 

Scouts. Hike will continue along the edge of the farm fields and the marsh.  From I-91 south take exit 25 S to 

route 3 south, or from Glastonbury take route 3 south over the Putnam Bridge. At the second light turn left 

onto Middletown Ave. Make a U turn and park on the left side of Middletown Ave. From I-91 north take exit 

24 to route 99 north. Take route 99 1.3 miles to a traffic light. Turn right onto route 3 north. At the first light 

turn right onto Middletown Ave. Make a U turn and park on the left side of Middletown Ave. 

Saturday, Jan 29, 10:00 am, Wethersfield. Meet Jim Woodworth at 412 Hartford Ave, corner of Jordan La, 

for a short walk to our Wolf parcel and DeMille easement. See habitat improvements made with the help of a 

WHIP grant and volunteer work.  Stay for a longer walk up Hartford Ave. and out along the Hartford dyke that 

divides the Folly Brook Nature area from the South Meadows Industrial Park. 

Sunday, Feb 6, 1:00 pm, Glastonbury.  Meet Larry Lunden behind Glastonbury Town Hall, 2143 Main St.  

A short hike to our Preissner parcel. Continue on to explore the Glastonbury Meadows. 

Saturday, Feb 12, 10:00 AM, Wethersfield, about two hours. Meet Jim Woodworth and Goodwin College's 

Bruce Morton, Program Director of Environmental Studies, at the Putnam Park parking lot, 100 Great 

Meadow Road, just north of the Putnam Bridge. We'll explore the 300+ acre Crow Point property owned by 

Goodwin College. We'll observe the process of nature reclaiming the land and waterways excavated for fill to 

build the highways across the ancient farmland and wetlands of the great meadows, and observe the “before” 

of the hoped for invasive species removal and forest planting from a pending DEP habitat improvement grant. 

We will have a van to shuttle the group from the parking lot along Great Meadow Road into the meadows. 

From I91 N, take exit 25/26 and bear right on Exit 26 to Wethersfield. At the end of the ramp, turn left under 

the Putnam Bridge to the parking lot. From I91 S, take exit 26, Marsh St. /Old Wethersfield. At the end of the 

ramp, turn left under the highway, and right at the T toward the Putnam Park lot. From Route 3N/ Maple 

Street, take the exit toward I91 north, but bear right Exit onto Great Meadow Road, and turn right toward the 

parking lot. From Route 3S, take the I91N exit at the end of bridge, but bear right Exit onto Great Meadow 

Road, and turn right toward the parking lot.  

Saturday, Feb 26, 10:00 am, East Hartford, about one and a half hours.  Meet Jim Woodworth and Good-

win College's Bruce Morton, Program Director of Environmental Studies, at Hockanum Park, 324 High St.  

Explore our Wilson-Carvalho and Hockanum Meadows parcels.  Goodwin College students will study envi-

ronmental science here.  From route 2 west, take exit 5 A, Main St. At the second traffic light take a left, and 

then another left and under the highway onto High St. From route 2 east, take exit 5 A, High St. Once on High 

St, follow it south, past the elementary school, to the park on the left. 

Walks will last 2 to 3 hours.  Dress for the Weather and ground conditions.  Many places will be muddy. 

Weather and water conditions may revise or cancel. Call the CT Audubon Society for the latest infor-

mation, 860-633-8402.  Free. 

Save this page! 



Like all organizations, Great Meadows needs nourishment from new ideas and new energy. Won‟t YOU bring 

some of your talents, knowledge and experience to the Trust? In turn you will be fed by new friendships and a 

sense that you are a part of the commitment to preserving this priceless, beautiful, productive piece of the Con-

necticut River Valley!  

No matter whether your interests and talents lie in bushwacking, or bal-

ancing the books, GMCT has a niche for you! 

Bushwacking? Join us for a morning of trail maintenance and wood 

duck box mounting 9am, Saturday, January 8, 2011 at the Wood Parcel, 

Middletown Ave., corner of Maple Street and Route 3 in Wethersfield. 

Our Boy Scout built temporary bridge is shored up and ready to carry a 

work party over Beaver Brook and into the woods and fields. If you‟re 

interested in a longer term commitment, GMCT is forming a committee 

to monitor duck boxes every year. Contact Jim Woodworth at 

info@gmct.org or 860-808-9968. 

Balancing the Books or Taking Notes?  If your talents lie in numbers 

or words, and you have computer skills, the Trust is looking for long 

term help for the positions of Treasurer, Secretary, and Membership Chairman. “Apprenticeships” are avail-

able in each of these positions.  

To get your feet wet, either figuratively or literally, check out each of the following Standing Committees that 

are included in the GMCT By-laws and decide which one you would like to join.—Then contact Mark Packard 

at packamr@nu.com, 860-633-2289. 

OPERATIONS COMMITTEE assists the officers and directors in implementing and performing the Trust‟s 

operational functions. Members include the officers, directors, committee chairpersons, past presidents and 

any GMCT member. This is the place to learn what the trust does and does not do, to help it grow and accom-

plish its goals. It meets monthly, usually the forth Thursday evening of each month, at locations rotating 

through the three towns. 

FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE oversees the Trust‟s investments, reviews the proposed 

annual budget and recommends its approval to the Board of Directors. Also, it would oversee fund raising ac-

tivities when and if deemed necessary.  It meets as needed, determined by the committee. 

LAND ACQUISITION COMMITTEE functions to acquire parcels of land, primarily in the Connecticut 

River floodplain in Wethersfield, Glastonbury and Rocky Hill, by means of purchase, gift, easement or devise. 

It advises the president and board of directors on pending transactions and/or negotiations in progress. It also 

meets as needed, determined by the committee. 

LAND MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE oversees the condition of the Trust‟s parcels and easements, acting 

to ensure that the terms of deeds, easements and leases are met, and carry out the goals of land usage set by the 

Trust. In addition to the chairman, it includes representatives of each of the three towns. It meets as needed, 

determined by the chairman. 

PROGRAM COMMITTEE plans programs of general interest to 

help fulfill the Trust‟s mission: the preservation of the Great Meadows 

and environs along the Connecticut River located generally within the 

towns of Wethersfield, Rocky Hill and Glastonbury. Chairman Ed 

Chuicarello welcomes new people with fresh ideas and organizational 

skills. Contact Ed at Lexarded@cox.net, 860-5637833. 

Don’t forget!    If you are interested in any of these jobs, please contact Mark Packard at packamr@nu.com, 

860-633-2289. 

Temporary bridge repairers include 
tool-talented new volunteer Bob 
Ludwig, right, along with M. Packard, 
and R. Doran. T. Packard tests it out. 

Save the Date! 
GMCT Annual Dinner 

Thursday, March 24, 2011 

Volunteers Needed  BE PART OF GMCT! 
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Welcome New Members!  

Great (Meadows) Pumpkin Sale and Membership Drive 

The first-ever Great (Meadows) Pumpkin Sale and Membership 

Drive was a big success, with over 40 new members joining Great 

Meadows and more than $1,800 raised.  
The pumpkins were kindly donated by farmer Ken Horton of South Glaston-

bury, and were sold at locations both east and west of the river.   

To the delight of his two children, Mark Packard converted his front yard in 

South Glastonbury into a pumpkin stand.  For almost two months a steady stream 

of customers dropped in to chat, learn about the 

meadows and pick out pumpkins. 

Jim Woodworth and volunteers became the pumpkin 

salesmen in Old Wethersfield, offering up pumpkins 

and information to customers at the Farmer‟s Market 

there.  Jim also partnered with the new owner of 

Comstock Ferre to move pumpkins and spread the 

word about Great Meadows and its work.  

Mark Packard and his son 
Theo lopped and loaded 
over 500 pumpkins from the 
Horton Farms pumpkin patch   
to stock their frontyard stand, 
the Wethersfield Farmerôs 
market, and Comstocks. 

Nayaugôs rich riverside farmland has been farmed for centuries 
By Jim Woodworth 

Howard Horton stands beside his iconic red tobacco barn and gazes 

down the slope across the pumpkin patch toward the tree lined river. His 

gaze peers back in time, remembering when the floodwaters of „36 and 

„38 were lapping at his feet, and the Connecticut River was a vast lake.  

Howard and his brother Edward are the 5th generation of Hortons to 

work the farm on Tryon Road and Ferry Lane since 1860. Howard‟s son 

Kenneth, the 6th generation, operates the farm today, growing tobacco, 

cabbage, butternut squash, and, of course, pumpkins. Ken planted the lat-

est variety of pumpkin, large, perfectly shaped, with thick sweet flesh, 

ideal for both jack-‟o-lantern and pumpkin pie. 

Horton Farms grows its boardleaf tobacco in the traditional way. 

When the deep green plants bud out, the buds and the top 3 or 4 leaves are 

broken out so the lower leaves will develop fully, cutting the plant and 

draping the leaves over a frame, for drying in the neat red barns. 

A kindly man, Howard  speaks very highly of the laborers who jour-

ney north every growing season to plant, cultivate and harvest crops on 

the farm. His deep appreciation for the work ethic and character of the 

men who leave behind their families to live and work in South Glaston-

bury informs his aversion to the 

anti-immigrant rhetoric so often heard 

around our country.  

Left, workers chop down the broadleaf 
tobacco plant with an ax. 
The leaves are draped over a stick, 

the sticks are balanced on a frame and 
driven to the barn where the sticks of 
leaves are transferred to hang in the 
barn to dry. 
These scenes show tobacco grown by  

William Dufford on Tryon Road.  

: Thursdays from May to October 
bring fruit and produce to the 
Farmerôs Market on Main Street 
Wethersfield from the Killam-
Bassett Farm in the South Glaston-
bury meadows. Vans from K-B fan 
out across the state to 15 to 20 
farmerôs markers a week. 
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Baril siblings donate Glastonbury meadow parcel to the Trust 

By Jim Woodworth 

Carl Baril grew up on his step father‟s farm in 

north Glastonbury with his brother and sisters and 4 

step brothers and sisters. Ellis Sahlberg farmed his 30 

plus acres of upland and 7 acres of hay in the mead-

ows with his team of work horses as often as with his 

tractor, right into the „50‟s when Carl and his siblings 

were growing up.  

Ellis raised hay and corn silage, 10 acres of to-

bacco, 100 chickens, and milked 50 cows by hand. 

The bounty of the small farm supplied nearly all the 

food large family needed. 

As a farm boy, Carl‟s responsibilities ranged from 

riding the hay rake behind the tractor or the horse, 

pitching hay into the wagon one fork full at time, to 

“preparing” a chicken for dinner. One time when Ellis 

fell ill, Carl and his brother had to milk all the cows by 

hand. The first night it took them from 6pm „til mid-

night. 

Like most Glastonbury boys, Carl hunted pheasant 

in the meadows and fished at the Point Meadow 

Bridge. The Route 3 bridge building project in the late 

50‟s ruined the fishing with all the mud, and the State 

took most of that 7 acre hay field, leaving less than an 

acre north of the highway. 

The Trust is grateful to Carl Baril and his sisters, 

Ethel Bothur of Manchester, and Ruth Hansen of Ox-

nard, CA, for donating the family parcel in the Keeney 

Point area of the meadows to the Trust and sharing 

their memories of life on the farm in the fiftes.  

The “Baril parcel” lies on the edge of the flood 

plain forest. Ricky Botticello currently raises grain 

corn for his pigs at Overbrook Farm in Manchester. 

The ñBaril Parcel lies in the corner of the large corn field 
north of Route 3, alongside the flood plain forest. 


